
Trke flve Shoe museurns
)The Bata Shoe Museum,
Toronto, Canada

Sonja Bata started collecting shoes and
f ootwear memorabil ia in the 194Os. ln 1979,
when the collection outgrew her private space,
she established the Bata Shoe Museum
Foundation and in 1995 it opened a purpose-
built, award-winning museum. A permanent
exhibit covers footwear through the ages,
while three themed exhibits change regularly.
Shoes cover 45OO years, from ancient
Egyptian sandals to present-day celebrity
shoes. There are also large collections of
North American Indian footwear and Chinese
lotus shoes. A gift shop sells shoe-themed
items, from scarves to books. See
www.batashoemuseum.ca.

I Boot and Shoe Collection,
Northampton, England
Did you know that hiding a shoe in the wall of your
house is srpposedtoward offevil? This collection
indudes anindexofconcealed shoes found in
buildings. Housed in the Northampton l\fi$eum
and Art Gallery located in the heart of England s
shoe makingdistrict, ttre Boot and Shoe Collection
indudes more than 12000 shoes aswell as
footwear accessories, documentation, artworks
and historictools and machinery There s also a gift
shop. See wwwnorthampton.govlVnurseums.

) Museo Salvatore Ferragamo,
Florence,ltaly
Opened in 1995, the museum celebrates Sahatore
Ferragamo's role in footwear design between the
late 1920s and his death in 1960. Ferragamo is
fumous forhis use of alternative materials and
innovative designs like the cor*wedge. Often
called "shoemakertotlre stars", he designed shoes
forthe likes of Greta Garbq MarilynMonroe and
Sophia Lauren. Although freg bookings are
required. Closing at tlre end of July itwill reopen
on November 3 0. See www.salvatoreferragamo.it.



) Musee lnternational de la
Chaussure, Romans, France
Leatherwork and shoemaking hare been the
lifeblood ofthis region forfnrc centuries and the
museurnls 13,000 items trace the processing of
leather as well as shoe manufucturing. The

::' collection spans 4000 years and five continentg' 
from mummified Egyptian feet to the work of
designers such as terugiaandVivier. There are
foonvear factoryoutlets nearby induding Robert
I Glergerie, Stephane lGlian and Charles Jourdan.

See wwwville-romans.com.

) Deutsches Schuhmuseum,
Offenbach, Germany
This German Shoe Museum is housed in the
Leather Museum, wtrich was opened in 1917.
More than 15,000 artefacs includeboot amulets
and shoe-shaped containers. A recent acquisition
is the reconstructed mountain shoes ofthe Oetz
Valley mummlr These 5000-year-old sewn leather
mules feature a fibre lining filled with hay for
warm*l An art galleryexplores the themes of"fetishisrrf' and "sexual srrmbolism", See
www.ledermuseum.cie. 
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