RECRUITING

LITERACY
VOLUNTEERS

BY BRIAN JENSEN

As showeased in this and
previous issues of ‘In Schools
Today', there is a varicty of
literacy programs currently
being utilised in schools.
Howewer, many share a
common component; they
rely on the invalvement of
volunteers to assist in the
classroom.
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Henemer while scioos apprecate the
importancs e litesiey velurtesars, rost
fird = difficult to atiract as many &3 they
would ke, Follera are some ideas o

assist in the recruitment of volumiers

Wha to Attract

The School Communicy
Parents and caregivers arz
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ke g The b e L |
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Grandparents and ather relatives

atthe chikkdren are oflen an eager, but

lrequerily ovorlooked, souoe o
qoluresss, A grarcmother | tdked to
zad, 7 was surprised when they (e
schiool) warted grascmas 1o hep out the
thidrern don't seem to think youre Loa
o) She ako poirted oot that
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Peers. This worss particularly weli at
distnct high schools, bt can also work
ity prirmary srhionks withMear 5 & A
suden= helpimg younper chilomen,
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High schoal leavers. ~rmary
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The Broader Community

Iy sowurcing e broader coenrmunity
for prospective valurtesrs, While this
tiakes a litfle mare effort, /L can be

very procucie. bollewing are somea
s,

Service clubs in vour area, such &
Roary and Lians clubs,

Senior citizens organizations may
e members willing to voluntesr

Retirement village residents 7y
e prepared to beo at @ nearty
NG

Local churches zar out wouin
teach weils -.r,:-|||n'.-:'|:_='_§ s wrthm
the congregaton, such as women's
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Local buginess. WWith nay small
busnesses baing run from Fame,
wiarking oo are mere flesdbe,
Some ousncsses may prefer to
sppars e ool schoal by
volunteering, rather than make
mionetary donations

Local councils rur community
projects tal coule put you o contact
with prospectne valuntesr:,

Yolunteer centres. |- is usually

necessary for 3 schaol to rogistor
with a centre before prospectse
valuntesrs can be directed to the

schio.

Special volunteer programsi, sseofic
o particulzr areas. Bamples are the
Program o Aid Literzoy [PALY run oy 5t
fohn Ambuance (WSW) and
arandvietds, & group from the Retired
and semorYalurtoor Frogram (ESWHS,
ilecy i NS W hile these partiulir
orcgeams are not carment v available in



Vittana or Tasman 2. there may be
samethirg 5 milar 17 pour oo

COmMMUnTy

How to Attract

Oace was hrve identifed who ta targat,

youl e 1o decidz how 7o make contact
with them

Word of mouth s catremely cffzcie,
and is cectaimly the cheapest methioo
Froourage everyonge associztec with the
schiogl, =uch a% sta and e, 1o talk
ta Triends, relatwves, neiphoours, and
assoaaies about the posibalty of
vizluintesnng,

School newsletters should he sed to
request the assistance of parents anc
CEMTgTrs Rrsquessl parenis ask
grandparents, other relatves, naighbours,
and Fimrds if they would ke
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. IDcations, such as local shranes,
© ComimLeTy centres, shopping
centres, medical cenires
retirernent villzges, churches
ate

Community newsletters
sLch as the local busnes assocaton
essslatier o retirarrent vilage
newsotier cen be used to advertise kar
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Local newspapers can b2 zont a short
arbcl= Gn the schoaols sy progeam,
ryiting rezders to become volntesrs,
oo photos norease the lkelbhood of
pubdication

Local radlo staclons can b sent 2
press reease brelly outkning the eracy
program ard meguesting prospecine
volurtears contact the achoal

Sell the Benefits

Erist 1w servies ol g stafl meribeer,
pArent OF oMLty mamber, who 5
shitled 1 Alng or |_1,_|'_|||_ ri."|-|'-:|||-. ]

prepars your precs release tor radic and
newspaners, L shoul incloe;

An authne of e Heracy procear

and its bercits

= A short vclunce: job description
If there & a vanety cf Tasks they can

chaze from, ocutline them Ericty

#  The howrs requres. Mare peoole
ara bkehy to wolumteer o 1L doesn’

tabe iy toa reuch af thair trme.
*  |Fc training you wil proside

= The childeare arrangerments,
avafabic.

= Tre= benefits 1o walrieers (e

bErogk-out box) as well as the benislils

10 Cruldrer,

voluriesrs, Allacaie ane persan ta
answer ahore queries asd ensune thoy
haveat thar frpectizs o ful job
dosorotion a valuntzor tirnetable and &
sheel for recording rames and phone

numbers for follow up

BEMEFITS TO YOLUMTEERS

»  Crergy exuced oy chidmn makes
peaple el pocd,

= Feelings of aporecation and valie,

= Ferirgs of worts aced usedlimess

*  Prowides a3 break o morotonous
arisclated moulines

= Cipporiunily (o rrakes new
frierck,

+  Feslirgs of price as children
develop,

¢ Rrowleces of Iteracy process énd
eduration systenm.

= Ahleomassel cthes wilth leracy
at howne ar in the communicy

* [Prowdes a ik ta prer wnﬁdnf_
lifie;

*  Hecerss traimng ardlior work
BxTEMence,

= PMay soark an interest for further
waark or study,

= Tzn okl cle=ails to O

Additional benefits for parents

and caregivers

*  Fesl good because cfild escted
they ame helping,

= [an ses how cwer child 5 coping

ai school.

= Able oo angst ot chilcren at
horme weshout gving .'\v.'ll'lﬂll'tll'IE
ressepEs,

= oot to ko child's teecies S0
gaser 1o approach them,

v Dnermyr howe ceackers hardle
children's bekasaurn

v Cooorwnity to rreet chid's
frmncke aned gess Fiener thiey irteract

with Tham,

Overcoming Obstacles
Juoree teachers fgel uncorfortale with
wiUnless i Thar Cassroam and this
should be acdressed o ensurs
maarmum Beneil & achiessd from
voluntess time.

Saretimes peoole do not wiLrkeer
oecause they fee ey are not trired o
qualified, Consider offsing an
ntrochictary crientatian or ralnng
session to owertome the problem. This

5 25 A poad coportunity 1o Covet
Esucs such as reliakility, confidentiality
perscadl cantact with studerits, disciplne
anc accdents

Lack of chideare facishes micans iy
parerls weln srnall deildren dare unabile W
vlunieern There afe various options for
crercaming this prakdam,
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Consder making 2
rooer Availade whee
yiourg children may be
laaked after Fareris af
thorse chidren an s
L s 1o care for
tem. Aot aptizn
5 o srrall groups of
parents (2 o ]
depencing o ther
rumber of dridren) 2o
ab share: ane pares
'urlr:-'. at e seoaial
wse the otrer looks
arEr the chlcles in
ther cwn hame. attermating rokes each
ek

Sorme teachers don't mind having vourg
children in the dazssroam. Bables will
usteslhy sleap in theer prams and toddlers
are ofien happy to st in 2 cormer and
play with toys. Obsaushy i they
becorne dissuptve, armangements may
need ta he revipaed,

Tramspart can b= a peablem foar clder
wilmtsers Cansicer hiosey Y rnig"rr (x =}
ande b EEnel H-'_lu e sensaral |.u:-'_l|.l|l=
COrmang from the oo rotisement k,-il._'.g\ﬁ_.,
check 1o see if e retirenert home has
105 arm DS, 1o Benes & B pRoce
from thie same seniar Chizes
absnoatan, her ITery bea I'_'l'.'l"l'rl'".l"lll.;-'
biss that can transport them from a
certral locaton, Perhaps oven 2
mearnbes of stafl could affer transport.

Assimilation

MMake volunteers feel comiorable o
thair first vsit. Eraure they knoes where
to go and that someone s thene 1o moet
them Infraduace tham 1o the relsvant

poopie, and show them where the

ETEnilies Ae

Takz mito acoount swolunteers skills znd
preferences when ratshng them o
actrertios n the classomomn

Enaure that systerns arg ir place 10
support the vounteers. [here should be
& volumteer coerdrater they can o o
1 recessary and a procedare for handling
cormlarils, Tou ey wsh Lo o ude an
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Mt importarty, consamdy show

appreciatian far the tine and eTart aiven

v wolundesrs a-d ensure they feel
viluied this kesging tham motdvated.
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Contacts:

Dr Linda ¥ining's book -
Working with W¥oluntesars in
Schools -

PhFae (02) DERZ &725

Volunteering Victoria -
Ph (03 9650 554

Volunteering Tasmania -
Ph (03 6231 3550

Rotary Melbourne -
Ph (03) D454 5872

Rotary Hobart -
Ph (03) 6223 1244

Lions Clubs -
SeeTellow Papes

Tasrmanian Retired Teachers
Association:

Southern Branch

Mary Coatrman (Secretary)
Fh (03} 6395 9594

MNorthern Branch

Betty Grey [(Secretary)

Ph (03 6344 6410

Morth YWest Branch -

Anne Tiffin (Secrecary)
Fn (03} 6424 TER5




