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Moreton lsland

Parents resor
Briar Jensen shows
nerves of steel to
make her kids think
she's awesome.

I n WESOMEf'said our
/ I dolphin-mad lO-year-old
Ll rryhen told we werc going to
f I Tangalooma Wild Dolphin

Resort wlrere he could handfeed
botdenose doShins, Even our
13-year-old daugtter was mild|
rmDresseo,

ilytlte end ofour stq, and mudl
to our surprise, quad biking and
sand tobogganing were also rp there
on our sods "a\ resone" scale.

Watchine our dfldrcn orercome
their fears ind sanrole some
adr.erturous sports-was enormousb
satisffing. Overcoming rny own
apprehension and particbating in
the sane activities was a thrill - arrd
showed the drildren that their
parens arent quite as boring as they
had thougtrl

Targalooma lMld Dobhin Resort
is on Moreton Island, 75 rninutes by
laundr ftom Brisbane. Moreton is the
third largest sand island in the wod4
behind Fraser and North Stradbrolie.
Thirty-eigtr kilomeues long by

12 kilometres d its widest poing tlre
island is 98 per cent national park
White sand beaches surround
woodlands and forests, interspersed
with lal<es and sand durres

Tangalooma is an.Aboriginal word
meaning'flace where fish gathe/
and not only can 1ou see dolphins
ftom the beac\ a short cruise gives
acces to green turdes, dugongs,
shads and rrys And, from mid-,nne
to Septembe4 lmmpbackwhales.

Morcton Islandwas home to dte
largest whaling station in the
southem hemisphere before it
dosed in 1962. The remairs of the
flensing decl frvhere wlnles were
processed) is used by the reson for
baslctball one ofthe numerous
activities on offer

Our first adventure was dte desert
safari Heading offin a four-urheel-
drive bus our larrikin driver-cum-
guide Allister Padteg' had us in fits
oflaughter as wejedad along
alternately crarr'ling r4 then hurding
dolrm dte tomrrously bumpy track
that leads to a 42-hecare sand blour

After a quick stop to leam about
the coloured mineral salds, ald
be sudred in several times by
Allistet's ruses, we eventually
arrirred at the base of a 7O-metre
sand dune and were handed our
"toboggaru" - a generous
description for a slab ofmasonite.

lvfhu$andwhooslreddownfirsg couldwatchtheroutineonourfusL

merna. lWaS fglgOatgd tO dolphincare
Drorarulles - Drogram.
iradslowed the Childfen'S OfOUD 

' 
tiepre-feed

ooumust introductionwas

sandpeltinghis face (hedidntlift dosetowild doShinsrvlrochooseto
the board up enough) I expected the be there.
worsrButafterwashingsandfrom Quadbikingwasnextandourson
his gies hebravelydecidedthe was impressedthathe could ridebis
secondtime couldrftbe asbad sowe ownbila tninimum age six). Even
bothmrdgedup foranothergo, our dauglrter reluctantly decided to
ernptyingsandftomourpockets halragoAfteraquicklessonand
alongthevra5r roadtestwewere assesed artd

Unbeknownto us therewas a sorted intogroups.

Bike-orvning hubbywent to the
hoons group but as ny shoulders
4parently loolcd tense I was
relegated to dre dfldren's gror|p. Ite
grouping left rne peeved that I
coulddt cut loose in tlre dunes. and
damaged ny'tool mum" irnage. But
I was able to watdrtlE fil&en
master their first motorised vehide
and morph irrto petrolheads. "fve

never been more scared," bhrrted our
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daughte! "but it was heaps of fun!"
".A,rresome!' said our son.

The reson is fumilyfriendlywith
two large pools, plenty of ftee sports
and lots of eco activities for kids.
They are catered for in the wenings
too, with a family trivia quiz @elieve
your daughter if she says t}te Mona
lrc is missing eyebrorvs) karaoke
nights ald the hilarious Talgalooma
horse races - ifyou don t mind

introducing them to a little light
gambling.

Unfortunatelywe ran out of time
(and money) for paragliding, jet
skiing and snod<elling the wrecks.
Guess they'll hale to uait for next
yeals "awesome" scale.

Thewiter and lrcr family
wer e gtests of Tangalooma
wild DolphinResorL

WADI G GAME:
Tangalooma's
attractions include
dolphin teeding and
kayaking.

>TRIP NOTES
* A catamaran operates
dailv from Holt Street Wharf
on the Brisbane River,l5
minutes trom the city
centre and 10 minutes from
the airport. Parking is
available.
& Accommodation includes
hotel-style rooms, resort
units, two-storey town
houses and luxurv
aDartments. All are close to
the beach. Our resort suite
with separate bedroom was
spacious, modern and well
appointed.
x The Beach Cafe, coffee
shop and buffet restaurant
operate around a central
dining area that is showing
its age, but they are
complemented bythe new
Steakhouse and Chef's
restaurants right on the
beachfront. Some rooms
have kitchenettes and basic
groceries are available at
the resort shop.
* Phone l3OO 652 250 or
see www.tangalooma.com.


