Jesse Martin

The Journey of
Kijana

The dream was monumentol - o |
group of yvoung people salling

aroard the workd, visiting remote
places. cxplonme the emirenment,
undertaking research, runming an
oai-ling elassronm and making a 13-
pert dscumentary - ot to mention
the planned adventures like surfing
in Indomesia, snowhoarding in the
Himizlavas, rafting down the
Congn, mara-gliding in Pem and
st diving off the Galapagos,

The inspiration came from
Mustralian Jesse Martin, the
youngest person o have gailed solo,
=gt ard unassisted around the
world, and was conceived during
his circomnavogasion. He dreamad
about visiting the places he was
sinling past, meeting and Rlming
the locul people amd broadeasing it
In order Lo InEHre oitker Voung
peopue o hi=ve their dreams, “1
wiinl L .
that surround the process of making
dreams come trug,” he said,

Culled the Journey of Kifams
[Swuhuh for “young people ), the
pdventurs tock iwo vears to plan
and was well orzamesd and
structured. “logelber wila
basiness partner, Fhil Greaery, Jesse lormed o
company to mamage Lhe prooject and generous
sponsorship wies secured Irom some high
profile companes

Jessg chose a 3-lool cutter-nigped ketch bult ol
Eauri and tallow wood o an old Amencan Bast Clois:
fishing boat desiam. The crew consisted of Jesse, 20, as
skipper and director of the documentary, his brother
Beao, IR, 2= chet ard photographer, oecds Josh
Schmid:. 21, resident comic and director of
photopruphy, and Miks Tran, 23, witer. The fitth

break down the il

crewmember was Micolette Pendor, 22, from Michipan,

LSA, who was selected shortly belore departure from
applicants around the wordd. Her role wis mechanic
and activities coord:-nator,
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Episode

by Brigr Jensen

The crew umnderwent months of training, including
sailing lessons for Joedy and Mika, and coarses in
rescue diving, celestial pavigation, first aid and
compuler editing programs,

So why did the adventure begin 1o disinfegrate before
i ket Ausiralan waners and collapse after only a vear,
despite uchieving many of s goals? There is no single
answer. It 15 0 complex mix of issues including
commmerc il ion “:. lhe dreim. 'w.:i"-'l'r;.'i":.' WENIRs,
P-'C'f:\-l'.:"l;.;llll:-' |J'||.|.|:'ft'|'|..'|:"ﬁ-. [P SRR III|i'-'i"|'-||'l- weak
cuptainey, Ul-defined crew reles, seasickrass,
homresickness ard lovesickness, Eved boat ‘ayout aid
initiel rowle misy have played a small part

Imitzally, Jesse didn't went 0 du the tip with
torporete sponsorskip, 1 wanted (© demonsirate the

dreasm could be Hyved by wnvone, aol just sormeons with o
brand name behind them" However, in onder 1o conver
the drswm b rgalitg, he forook this wleal,

[he project grew much Suger than he plunned,
Defeming 1 Phil's business decisions, some ol which he
didn’t agree with, ulimaely frustmited Jesse. He sayvs
the pemstraents phices] om the tnp o the commercial
pepei heeame mereasingly ol ndds wath whal he hefeverd

allorwed the girlu o overcome therr seasickness, therehy
eniabling them to pull their weight as crew. Their caban,
toviul Iy separute trom the suloon and accessed only via the
cockpit, mey have strengthened therr allance and
Fesling= of ahenation,

Jagge, aquiet, almost introvered person, swhose
siiling experience weas predominantly molo, sevs he is so
slendfast in Ii'l.:ing ki dresm he ofien ignn:ﬁ thirss

the rrp wns nhoan
amd e sernd
his role ns skipper
Yot Phil dermeas thens
ETT AT crmsirumes

fesse mxplamms
“Phil had the
pressures from the
office and they had
to be balanced with
the pressures | feli
CMIE At sed. Soowe
wern: halancing
things fram the cxact
opposite Ride. Wiz
boh had pobs that
the other didn't fully
understand. COnce
Wi ot out B sz was when the compromizes 1°d made
atarted to really get to me,”

After & shakedoam sail from Melhourne, Kifaa
depared Sydney Harhour cn 24ih

N
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o
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Wiarch 2002, headed for Papua,
Mew Giuines, However,
unfavorahle weather and baoken
dinghy fastenings saw them head
ey Coffs Hashowr on the Austealian

East Coast, where it 'was decided
they would continue up the coasi
insiead, Alresdy, hints of
discontent wera surfacing,
Tension Emerges

Wihile the crew bl pregsomesd for
mosl CTunsinge eve r.lli:|i|i|"\-_ I||;- W
had sericusly underestimated the
destructive power of crew confict
Wlile they expected dissgreements,
they thought they would be able to
Galk them through, In fct, the
opposile happened

As early as 12th Apnl, Mika
wrote, “We all seem to be thinking

arevund him, and
admits, 1 shonld
kave becn moge
eensitive to the
cifficultics the
crow might have in
adjusting o life on
thi boat!” He now
realizes that, as
gkipper, he shoald
Fave taken control
of the simurion
|‘::1|'E:. an and falked
it thregh Pl
PR FEZPElS Tl

insisting Jeass

vinderps leadershig
trining jue-trp,

The crew soert three davs in Carns being bratally
homest ‘tilking, lsteng aind soul searching, afier which
relationships appeared o improve, Nicolerie weate, “TI
feels ke we'ne moving lopether
more s i lesm Distead of fve
peiple co-existing,

Mlovimg Forward

Ol ronte e Lasared T=lamal,
Kifemr bad @ problem of @ more
physicl miure, They ran wmoemd
en i reel, While they were able to
get off, 11 was ned without drama,
“Tn [eduas if we were tearing the
keel oll our nmber boal,” wrole
Jesse, “There wis eved u lestng
momnent when | thought we would
sink the boat.” The dilemma over
whether Josh should him the
ncident or assist i the rescuoe,
added to the lenson. Thankiully,
the damage was nol struclural and
ik later repaired 1n Darwin.

Anchored of Lizard [sland.
editing foatape for the frst

and leeling so much and vel
siping =0 hide” Homesckness wlso affected all but
Jesse and Beav, A few days biter there was 21k of
accusations, alliances, stratzeres and beckstabbing,

The deceion o sl up the Avstrubiua Coast may have
contnibuted 1o the crew notd melding (oeether as a
coheresnt working femmn. The shor sails wouldn't hove

documentary began, while Jesse
grd Beau poinsd o dive research boat o leam about
environmental threats to the Orest Bamer Reaf.

Jezse was then imvated to appear on the David
Lettermnan show in the U5, ©. .. the last thing | wanted (o
do wus po and appesr onoon American T show while ]
was supnoesd to be sailing arcund the world.”™ he said.

Sxiirser o Aol TF



Tuan ik 20 po Corrvey the Kijara mescage. For the nest of
the erew it was a frustrating Ume. Josh wreols, “Standing
siill feels like wastieg tene and makes me moss home."

Railing towward Thumday [land, they had their firsi
medicul EINETEE Y. Tosh, absorbed in reel spatting up
the mast, forgot abeal the two wind gensralors, “The
thucl ne my hand cavght an the blade nearly had me
fulbirg down the mast.” The crew were quick o act.
Micebete twk adigital photo of Tosh's ey, emanbesd o
fex the Al Fredd Hospdial in Melboeme and sithin minmtas,
i ddoetor was ielling them oo o trest ot

There were other prohlems fos, Their larre dinghy
and aisthoar] wers sawenil sl Bos s, A TeipH f!l'l.!l_gl":‘l‘
aronind the propeller in Giove — g dimgerons aiuation
_F'i'l."l‘:ﬂ the crowendibe nfester watears, As Jegos r'q_p'l::iTn-l_'l_
W | Jesse and Josh |

Departing Austrulia

After finally departing Austruhun wagers for Timeor,
Kijema pttracted wome imwaneed attention,  An Indonesisn
sathing vessel chinped course and headed taard them. As it
np-Eml:l:I'lﬁ:'I, Jeswe sanr nhomt Ei.g'l't |;|c1:_|pl= om board, tan
crosiched 10 the bow and one 2t the back, waving & cloth,
“Wa've heard stomes of pirates posing s bocal fishermer
wunting help and coming shoard, on’y t2 poll out a machete
or firesem.” said Jesse, s he fired up the engine and miolored
savny, afier which the local vesse] resomed s anigingl
coutrse, Was it g close call? We'll pever knos saic Jesse,
“hart we're sl alive”

Affter ammiving 0 Kopang, Timeor, the crew were quick 1o
befriend th2 locals. However, after accepting ande witha
stramger who zaid, “Hey Mister, you be myv fnend T they had
grcond thoughts wher

ended up both moang an
nrmed wiath a knnde
cach. one kaded spear
gun (two leaded undies )
and Bezu on patrol up
thi mast.”

The crewr then spent
five davs with an
Aboriginal family in
Amhem Land,
irimersing thomsclves
in Aborginal colhore.
The guvs made fpoars

thew found themselves in
the: “riddle of nowhens’
surroanded By Timerese
T rec=Tls. “'r's abwout
iy That we realize whar's
happening, ... 1 say
poditely, 'Age vea going o
gl s Pt thesi
Engligh gn"t 2o goead, an
they st tewld ard smilke”

Mfrer being foread 1o
wailk down a steep, dark
cave, they finally

e "

and went hunting for
mud crabs, while Nicoletie and Mika jpinzd the voung
giels searching for mangrove woems.

It proved a poignant time for Josh, “5a there [ was, a
vegerarian for 15 vears before this wip, mow Hert over a
crah with 2 Belly full of worms and crabmeat,” Felt like a
caveman, Felt gond.”

Crew Changes

However, crow tensioans remained and when Kimna
arrived in Darwin, Mika and Nicolette lef: claiming
irreconciladle differences, The reality was that, frem
aarly odl, Jezse felt the girls did nog Gt g of pull their
weight, bur was influenced 1o Keep them on. One af the
reasoms was the possibility of a 118, sponsor pulling gut
if Micolerte left, which it did.

At this point, Jesse wanted 10 bring his girlfrend
onboard, Maya Knight, whom he'd mer shorly before
departure, but said he wasn't allowed 10 because of “how
it may look 1o people,’ Phil belizves Maya didn’t bave
any skills o bring to the team and that the relationship
between her and Jesse might have destabilized the crew.

Yer after hauling oul for repairs and matnlenance, the
erew recructed Danish backpacker, Mana Anderson, for
the trip to Indonesia, While Marma [ i well, the
decizion 1o allow her onbeard seems rather hypocritical,
as agart from being well traveled, she appears 10 have
had no move skills than Mayve and cou'd Fave potentially
destahilized the crew also,
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reacked their destination,
“The seven Timorese laugh at the looks on our faces.”
saidl Josh, “as we sinp off and dive in, swimming in
cryvstal Blue water 12 a cave m e middle of nowhere, in
the middle of Timor™ Josh wemed w the guy who drove
theit there and siad, “Hey Mister, you a zood fremd.”

Shortly after, they left for nearty islamds 10 go surfing
ind film Komodo dragons, [ was at a sacred ste on one
off these 1sdunds thiv Jesse. along with odher crmsers in
the bay, celebrased hos 214 birthdiy on the beach with
goals sucniiced by genervus locals,

From there it was on 10 Sulewest, where in a cave 1o the
higrhlumds, the crew me locals from an earher tre. * The
carve wits =0 smill that we qud o walk on our hands and
drg our feet, thraugh piles of cockroaches und past huge
spicers. .. wrote Jush, “But we weren’t wlone in the cave,
We were crawling past pibes of human bonss, Chatside m
the chil face, old coffins hang from wooden poles ard bie-
stz wood carvings of te deod gaand the entrunce.”

The crew had been invited to the bural cave by o
locel. and 2e0n afterward were privilezed to be part
of a five-day funeral ceremony. Howeves, coming to
terms with the local custom was not easy. One
hundred pigs, 40 buffalo, ¢ deer and a pony were
sacrificed aod eaten. “At first it seemed barbaric,”
said Jesse, “but the family told me they believed the
gmimals would curry the dead to paradise.” With the
buffalo worth about AUDS2000 zach, there was no

way Josh could
explain thut he
dicim™l want o el il
“To penple with
very hrtle, anything
ey offered wos o
hugr aeEstire i

The crew arTTves
in Bali shortly atler
i Jnnh'ing nnil were
s I;:q,l their visil
ta the Sari Clob site
Jegse bater wrte that
Eis was & tarming
poing Y.L the jowmey
geems ditferent
ravw . .. Faradise seems
a lnng way from where we thought woe'd find "

haria returned to Awstralin to continue raveling with her brother whils the
rithers sailzd on o Bomeo and trekked through onmappec juagls in searca of
romadic Penans. While initially frustrated at not finding them., losh learnesd
tx appreciate the Davaks they met, ax this descnption shows. "He had his
hiloow dart o, they'd slept the night on the fleor [of a logeing sheltzr] and
fioa their tattsned, long esred old bodies were crooched over a ot of monkey
gtese. Sure, he was wearing a baseball cap ard had a pack of Marlboroughs,
kst hie weas as untooched as 1 needed to find.”

Beginning of the End

A friend of Beaw's 'oined the coew For the sail to Thaikand. bat the sxatic
location cowldn’t dispel Tegse's growing discontent, 1 was doing things ina
wisy [ didn't wart o do them,” ke gaid. “Certain aspocts of the tip {miost of
which seaple never saw or kscw abowt) had grown into something [ didn't
ward o stand fod” And he was desperaie to be arith Maya.

When Bean guit wnzxpectzdly in Dzecembezr, Jegse and Jogh flew home for
Chrsirmas, Tn the New Year, Tesse pul’ed oo of the joemey saying, "1
conldn't continue on a wip I dida’™ agree with.” He zigned the caplaincy aver
o Josh, who was determised to camy on, saying, ... 1 lot of the issues bz
[Jesse] had with the trip are ot my issues.”” Together with Phil, he tried
unsdccessfully o rzize funds o continue, The trip was over.

Whatever Jezse's reasans, it lakes courage ard conviction o pull out of
wich a high profile venture, He is being very diplomatie, not hlaming anvane,
but taking full responsibilicy and inlends repaving his debis.

Despate the demise of the adventure and the dizsappointment of thousands
who lollowed it through the Kifana website, which recerved over two million
hits a msonith, the crew believe the trip was siill a success; hut for reagons they
hadn’t anticipated,

“Tve learnn & lor and kKnow how T wonld do it in the futore and thar
kmowledge is priceless” sayvs Jesse.

For Josh ... the journey was a success, for the people it reached and the dea
thist 30 wans Kijeenge has been L=t one amazing leaming experience in the grester
oumey of life”

Part of this learning experience was shared through Jesse’s book, Dream On,
released in November 2002, which covers the preparation and early pan of the
voyuge, B will contime with a documentary currently being made faom the
160 hours of fookag: shot by the erew,

Jesse's only regret? “Thal people are disappointed. T hope they see the
documentary atd teke something gocd from it Az he says in s boek,
“Direams are not all ghory and sweccess, but withmut them, whar i life™ 3




