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On 31 October 1999, Ausiralian Jesse Martin
returned home after 328 days at sea,
becoming the youngest person to sail
non-stap around the woarld solo.

IIHSSE was 14 years old
when he dreamed of sailing
around the world by himself.
'The idea of being on my
own, in control of my
destiny and master of my
poat was awesome,” he says.
I wanted to become the
youngest person to sail
around the world.’

IMaking It Happen

To improve his skills, Jesse
began weekly sailing lessons,
lzarnt everything possible
from navigation and
meteorology to first aid, and
took a job crewing & yacht
from the USA to Tahiti to
prepare for his voyage.

Jesse had no money, boat,
eguipment or supplies, but
he had a plan and, most
importantly, determination
to fulfil his dream.

Finding sponsors was
difficult, so Jesse's mother
loaned him the money to
buy a boat - the 10-metre
yvacht Lionheart - and his
dad coverad refit costs.

With eight weeks to go,
Jesse finally found a sponsar,
allowing him to buy
equipment and supplies.

Some people thought

Jesse was too young and
inexperienced to be allowed
to do the trip, but Jesse was
confident in his own ability
and was not put off by the
negative comments.
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Satbing Sail

On 7 December 1998,
1/-year-old Jesse set sail
from Melbourne, A few
weeks later Lionheart was
hit by gale-force winds.
Things got out of control
and Jesse made some serious
mistakes. But he survived,
learnt from his mistakes and
felt more confident.

There were many more
storms during his trip and
Jesse experienced several
knockdowns, but there were
also periods with no wind,
when Lionheart drifted
aimlessly. After months of
hectic preparation, he found
life aboard frustrating, with
nothing much to do.

Communicating by
email on Lionheart.

Kijana's capltain
Jesse Martin

Coemmunicating by email and
satellite phone helped him
to overcome the loneliness.
There were always boat
repairs to do and a weekly
news column to write, but
when he had time to relax,
lesge listened to music, read
books and played his guitar.

When he returned, Jesse had
broken the world record.
And it wasn't long before he
began planning his next
adventure.
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Jesse Martin

On this trip Jesse and

his crew plan to sail to
remote places, explore the
environment and learn
about local people. They
will film their adventures for
2 13-part TV documentary.
Jesse says sailing with a

crew is great: "Having the
company of people when
times are hard or the wind is
blowing strong makes you
feel so much safer.”

Ihe Journgy of Kjjana
In March 2002 lesse |eft
Melbourne aboard the yacht
Kijana (Swahili word for
‘voung pecople’} for another
round-the-world adventure.
Dnly this time he has a crew

his brother Beau and
friend Josh Schmidt.
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The Kijara is sailing to
Australia’s far north, Papua
New Guinea, Indonesia,

Sri Lanka and India. When
they reach Africa, the crew
members will trek across the
continent while another
crew sails Kijana around the
Cape of Good Hape to mest
them. After crossing the
Atlantic and sailing up the
Amazaon River, they will
spend time in the Caribbean
before coming hame via

the Galapagos, Easter and
Pitcairn Islands. The whole
journey is expected to take
around two years.
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Nausical Notes

On his record-breaking solo voyage, Jesse Martin:

The crew will do research

=y ygad no fossll fuels: Lionheart was powerad by wind:
onboard electricity came from the sun and wind through
sedar panais and a wind gQensrator
circumnavigated the world, sailing 27 000 nautical miles
in just under 11 months
= psad ony half g bottle of shampoo

=", gombed his hair with a fork the forgot o take a comb)

= accidentally threw oul
nis best wet-weather gear
during the trip

Glossary

clrocumnay| gate

{0 ge cormpletely anousl
knockdown

when & yach s knocked on s sida g0
the mast ends up in the water

and record information
about culture, ecology,
science and the environment
for their online classroom.
However, there will be WRAITAS

plenty of time for fun nautical mile

and the crew |EI|EH'|5 to 1 naudtical mile equals 1.852 kilomelres
go surfing, rafting,
snowboarding, paragliding
and scuba diving.
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‘We're just going out there tca sportsperson in retum 1or pubhciy
and seeing what happens
and capture it all on film,’
says Jesse. He hopes the
documentary will inspire A KRl ST IR CREw
other young people to

follow their dreams.

Swahili
an Alrican languege

The Kijana
heads off from s
Sydney Harbour



