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What makes 1 good business hotel? 1t depends on exactly
what sort of business you conduct, but for me it i not a
trendy, pint=size bouticque hotel with subdued lighung.

Na longer will | stay in any hotel tha offens “mood lighting”.
After a long and exhauting day of businew there is noching
mare irritating than trying to calcubite screeds of figures, with
sore tined oyes, under an anonsae light globe. Why do these
hotels bather to put in a desk, since it is unusable during the
hours of derkness?  Some minimalist hotels simply refuse 1o
clutter the desk with amyvthing as comeniont a5 3 lamp,
Thode that do choose 2 lampshade so dark and opague i
effectively blocks out any light given off by the bulb,
Instead of stting comfortably ar a desk, you are forced o
perch precariously on the edge of the bed, juggling
calculstor, pencil and papers on your lap, rying to work
by the pathetic glow of a phallic bedside imp. Mood
lighting is certainly an appropriste descmiption, [t
succeeds in potting me in 3 foul meod every nme.

1 ence stayed i a hotel dhar offered “old world charm’.
Thie rooam wa large, alisos cavernous, enEnboem of 2
medieval chamber. Even during davisghe st was dark,
with herey wood paneled foor and wanscoting, But,
despite the room’s sze, there was not 2 angle overhesd
hrhe. All lighting i vou can be penerous enough to call i thar,
war prowaded by candle-like fixouzes sex high up on che walls. [t
wad imposiible to work at nighe. Even the wlar-powened
caleulator refised to flicker mto life, despite my sanding on the
bed. arm outitretched, thrusting it next o the Lamp,

Lack of lighting in the room often sends you in search of
wmewhere ehe 1o do paperwork, especially of it imolves
colliboration with fellow company members. In some
modern hoteh the ‘mesting mom’ s extinct. To compounad
the problem, these hotels usually have only one sofa in
reception, the kind specifically designed with a deck slhouette
that effectively prechudes anvone from sitting comfortably, let
alone conducting a meeting, Mot that a tny reception hall s
the place 10 be conducting private company busimess, snyway,

The sbsence of 3 meeting mom can find my colleagees and
me in the hotel bar huddled around a table just Lirge enough
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to place a drink on, after dragging it under the only down-
light in the room. Frustranon is magnified by having to peer
at associates through a thickening haze of acrid cigareme
smoke and straining to hear over the budding jazz band m
the comer. This type of har is perfect as a sechuded place for
a romantic of clandestine meetng. but far from ideal for a
sermitive discussion on the commitment of subitantial amounts
of company funds, partculaddy when competitors walk in and

seat themselves nearty. That's a problem with wendy botels -
others from back home want to uay there too, At leas there

is solace in the fact they are having to work under the same
appalling cendinons.

This inerusion of local competition at “your” hotel meams that
confidential appomtments must be conducted somewhen:
other than the public domain of the bar, which doublss w the
cafe during the day. In the sbsence of amything remotely
resemnbling & conference mom, you are forced to conduct
business appointments in your mam. You hope the clients are
wsed to this scerario, and don't mistake the situation as an

imitation for business of & more frivalows nasure.

Appointments in your reom have some serious

drawhacks, You have to ensure that it is ndy and

remember to relocate the dripping underwear draped
around the bathroom. It can be exwremely distracting

trying to nogotiate & semitive contrect with a pair of durry
knickers protruding from under the bed. Dhring a long
meeting yvour chent may request o use the bathroom. While
you are forced to hear ther toibet habis because of less than
adequately soundproafed walls, you cringe at the realisadon
vou shaved your begs this morming and left the wed razor on
the edge of the bath.

At the conclusion of the appointment your chient may
saggest gomng out for coffee or 3 meal. This unformmately
imvolves opening the wardrobe 1o get vour jacket, only to have
the clutcer you shoved in there seconds before the
appointment mmble onto the floor at vour feet.

Blaw whien hnnhnﬁrrlg,rhr:hmmmlmm a botel vath
conderence faclities and ravel wath 100 wast balbs to temporandy
replice those objects moondighting as light gobes. B
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