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Helping kids on
learning | journey

brezk from every
urmyliﬁ:m | v.-m-:w
g

A NEW wolumieer-based
litémcy  program  istro-
duced m Winston Hills

children reading to belp- that's required 1 be &
g small with volumizer s a genuine
writings, of anl  appeeciation of chikdren

Public School three years
ago has proved so suc-
cessful it is now being
extended.

The program relies on
'll.ll'l.llilll:l.'l'l.. wlhio Illﬂt,
alongsude teachers in 1he
classroom and assist in &
vanely of ways, such s
lstening 1w  individual

and craft related to Heer-
ACY OF NumeTacy lopics

If the volunteers ane
skilled in a particular area
of have a preference for o
vertain type of work,
teachert try fo pocomma-
date that.

Assisiani  principal
Elizabeth Edgar said all

MWMMMMWM? 1
students in the clossroom : By

andd & willingsess to fum
i,
Parents, care-giv
grondparents. retirees and
other community mem-
bers maile excellent val-
undeers, she said.
Principal Brian Power
wmld evervone benefited
from the program.
“It's lovely i work
with children,”™ he said.
“There is an energy
that comes from them
that iz good for overy-
body.

“Children  often de-
velop relationships with
volunteers thal are very
positive and supportive,

A ot of children gain a
confidence thag
which bhelps with their
Imermcy.”"

The skills learnt by the
volmieers can also be
wsed to asast others who
might need help, cither in
their own i :,.'m"m!lu-
broader commumity,

Pat Davenport, & vol-
uniger whose -
children attend the
school, is one of the
virlunteers.

**I was surprised when
they wanled grandmas (o

help, but the  children
-:Innt ani. ouTe 100
obd,’

1 rﬂll].' enjoy  thas

msrming each weck. s a

mewgl,a

ers, Tetired  long

car
worker, also assists a the
school.

*When 1 retired |
missed, naturally, work-
ig with the children,™
shie sapd.

1 just love every mo-
ment {of her work at the
school). It's just & joy io
waich the children de-
veloping over time and |
think they get a real biazz
out of someone different
being there.'”

Both volunteers agree
the work helps them in
relating 1o their  own
grandehildren, by putting
them i touch with the
inlerests sl crazes of
children of similar ages

Being a volunieer re-
quires wery hitle time
Sessions start &t an hour a
week but, if time permits,
voldunleers can o mone
than one session,

If you would like to
become a volunteer at the
school and wam more
information, call
Elizabeth Edgar on 9639
B51R  during schoal
baomra.

— by Briar Jensen



