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We stood on the beach in the darkness,  l is tening
Scrrrunch.  Scrr runch.  Then an exasperat ingly  long pause
before,  scrr runch. . .  scrr runch again.  Fur ther  back in  the
dunes a labor ious swishhh " .  swishhh. . .  swishhh was
fo l lowed by an equal ly  long pause.  We'd found them

It  was just  af ter  3am and a l though the moon h ighl ighted
thei r  t racks up the beach,  we couldn ' t  see them under the
trees,  where the c losest  one was d igging a body p i t  and the
second one cover ing her  eggs.  The ranger had shown us
how to identify them from their tracks, so we knew we were
looking for  two Green tur t les,  but  we d idn ' t  want  to s tumble
into their nesting area before locating them

l 'd hankered to come to Heron ls land for  ages,  ent iced
by a travel poster I saw years ago showing a tiny coral cay,
wi th lush green forest ,  encompassed by pr is t ine whi te sand
and surrounded by t ranslucent  turquoise waters.  l t  depicted
my ideal  t ropical  is land,  but  I  had no idea i t  was a lso a
nest ing ground for  sea tur t les

Located in the Capricorn Group of islands, 72 km off the
Central Queensland coast between Gladstone and
Rockhampton, Heron lsland is part of the Great Barrier Feef
At only 18 hectares, with a circumference of 1.8 kilometres, it
might be tiny but it 's packed with natural attractions
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