The Aew Zeatane Hreealo

frontier

Briar Jensen visits parts of Papua New
Guinea few tourists manage to reach

The weird
wildlite
of Singapore
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B ISLAND TIMET Children enjoy a simpie existence .
4 fishing, whike adults make theit living at the
food market in Kavieng. PICTURES / BRIAK JENSEN
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The lingering smell of burning
coconut husks, used to repel mos-
quitoes in the evenings, mixed
with the delicate, firangipani-like
fragrance of ubun flowers freshly
fallen at my feet.

A cluster of women and chil
dren sat in front of their huts eat-
ing a communal breakiast of
kaukau {sweet potato) and pand-
anus fiait.

Further along the beach, a
woman washed clothes in the
swittly fowing river that Is the
Hfeblood of this tiny setflement,
one of many scattered along the
narrow coastal sirip of the East
Coast of New Ireland Province,
Papua New Guinea
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structed a spear-fishing gun while
an elderly woman swished the
entrance of her hut with a palm-
frond broom. - - -

“PNG isrot foi the faint
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With a population of around
7000, the town.is a service centre
for New Irelanders and a meeting
place for villagers from the
nearby motittaing and outlying
islands, who bifdilg fresh produce
to sell at the market.

Outrigger canoces and banana
beats (large dinghies) iine the
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are displayed on banana leaves on
the behiches under the pavilion
roof, while those selling betel nuts
and their accoutrements squeeze
in wherever they can.

- The majestic palms of Nusa
Island: provide a tropical back-
drop to Kavieng havbour. Tocal
villagers fish peacefully over the
sides of their canoes, while the
oceasional rusting fishing trawler
Tumbers past.

But despite the beauty of its
harbour and hinterland, few tour-
ists are in Kavieng — just a trickle
of divers, surfers, birdwatchers
and adventurers eager to explore
what s offen regarded as the last
frontier.

Tourism is stil in is infaney
in New Ireland, as it is in PNG as
a whole, While the Government
talks aboui prometing the indus-
try, little infrastructure is in
place, and what does existappears
seriously underfunded.

The local New Ireland Tourist

Bureau struggles to stay in exist-
ence on an ever-diminishing
budget. Its staff apologetically
confessed they had no maps and
few brochures to give away
because of lack of fimds.

Consequently, New Ireland
remains relatively unaffected by
tourism and offers enormous
variety for the intrepid fraveller

The waters surrounding
Kavieng have been described as
the pelagic capital of the world,
with huge schools of barracuda,
trevally, grouper and silvertip
sharks,

Relic diving is also excellent as
there are nurerors remnants of
the Japanese presence here dur-
ing World War II, many of them
still onexplored.

Int fact, Cara and Dorian, pro-
prietors of local dive company
Seuba Ventures, say they are still
discovering wrecks right in the
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hawbionir. They are also openiilg
up [reshwater cave-diving siles
in the inlerior,

Kavieng has long been
recogmnised for iis many swf
hreaks, two of which can be
found at the entrance to the
herbour

MNusa Island Relveat caters
for this market, Located on
Nusa Lik ksland, just a couple
of minutes across the harbour
by banema boal, the resort fer-
ries surters to and from the
yavious breaks two or three
times a day

The harborr and sarowd-
ing islands can be explored
aboard the adventure charter
vacht Imajic, 1 by Avstra-
Iian Jesse Mavtin, who in 1089,
at just 18, bacaune Lhe youngest
person o sail avonnd the world
solo, non-stop and tassisted.

Mariin will help you (o
desim an eight-day ilinerary
based womnd diving, surfing,
snovkelling, lishing, saiting
and culbural activities,

Just 15 niinstes out of town
is the TrecHouse Village
Resort, right on the beach The
main threelevel building is
perched in the majestic
branches of a 200-year-old
callophylum Lres, while
dividual bungalows ave ele-
vated by mangrove pests nto
the shady branches of trees.

Owner, ex-pat New Zea-
fnder Alun Beck, has devel-
oped a range of activities for
guesis, from rainforest trelis (0
dugout canoe trips, sucfing
salarls and enltiral dances,

For those who want to
immerse themselves in tra-
dilional viltage life, several
gunesthouses and village
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New Ireland, 1 spent the previ-
ous evening at one, Dalom
Guesthouge, after travelling
the 176k from Kavieng by
PMV (Public Motor Vehicle).
ii1 this case an apen uck.

Although bum-brulsing, 1
was able to chat with a variel;
of villagers, from wealherworn
eiders to Bob Marley look-
alikes (T was also able ko solve
the riddie of why most
Melanesians have tight culy
halr —~ its so it doesn’t get
whipped into 2 knotted mess
while travelling on public
trimspork)

It was a last-minule
decision o come to Dakown aid
our party of three arrived
nnaanowneed just on dusk.
followed by two maluze-aged
surfers. also nnexpacted

Our  hostess, Milika,
guickly disprlvhed two of hor
daughters o sweep our reoms
and fefch fresh linen

Alter an invigovating bathe
in the adjacent river, we gath-
ered in the lounge overfooking
the beach to disenss our advern-
fures in PNG

The: sound of waves crash-
ing on the rect just a few
melres away provided a sooth-
ing baclkdrop to our animated
diseissions

OQur conversation coin-
tHinued over dinner in the kit
chen, Milika, dressed in a eol
ourful meri blouse and laplap
(sarong), apologised for her
offering of kaukau and rice,
suppletenied by noadles

Had she known we werc
coining, she said., she wotld
have sent the village fsliermen
out during the day.

Bat this was traditional vil-
lage fare and we devoured it

DIVERSE: The narrow coastal strip of Papua New Guinea’s New
Ireland province offers a range of attractions, from the
bustling market in the main town of Kavieng (above) to World
War Il gun relics on Nusa Island (top) and the remoteness of
palm-fringed, white-sand heaches (right).
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5 3
gaied scction of ihe house
teatines Faw Ledvoos and a
lounge

All popins have
that open o o th

ground level and a conven
Homal toilst is housed sopar-
ately out the back.
Ritika's hssband will
er suests fooandd frog
ez In his fruck. wlhich
Was morhuately nndergoing
vepairs when we were there.
As T strolled back to Lhe
guesthouse for breakiast,
watching the villagers siowly
going aboul thelr morning
choves, 1 finally vealised the
origin of “island

In Wavieng my iniiial

aceeplance

Now, heve in the village, it
changed o wndelslanding, Liv-
ng a predoninantly subsis-
tence lifesiyle, there is ne
reason for people to rush. They
bave atl dry, and the next, ad
the next

Unforiunately, [ did ot
With a plane (o cateh the fl-
lowing day 1 had to vebmn (o
Tavieng after leadidast, But L
Lack, ready to unwind to
1l time and immerse
: cullie of fhese

KAVIEMG, NEW IRELAMND,
PAPUA MEW GUINEA

< GETTING TrHERE

Ajr Midgini fies dally from Port
Moreshy o Kavisng. On
some days there arg direct
flights from Cairns

« GETTING AROUND
Everything ram minivans to
targe trucks There arg some
vehicles for e, as well as
bigycles.

~ WHERE TO STAY

Dalom Guest House —
Dalom PO Box 255, Kavieng,
MIP. PNG, or contact New
Ireiznd Tounst Bureal

MNusa island Retreat —
Kavieng, phone: {G0675] 984
2247

Ernaill: nir@global.net pg
Web: wiww nusaisiand
retreat com,pg

TreeHouse Village Resort —
Kavieng office phane: (00675)
924 2666 or dirsct {10E75)
984 12685

Email:

info@{reehouse.com pg
Web:

wAWLITEBROUSE, Com pg

+ FURTHER
INFORMATION

New Ireland Tourist Bureau —
P Hox 419, Kavieng, NiP,
PNG, phone: (00675) 984
2441 fax: /0 Kavieng Hoted
(00675} 984 2283

< ACTIVITIES

Imajica Charters — Kavieng
Australian Office, phone:
{0067} 400 182122

Kavieng Office, phoniet
(00675) 984 1589

Email: office@imajica
media.com

Weh: wuww jessemartinunet/
sailing

‘Scuba Ventures — phone/

feac: (0675 984 1244
Email: scuba@globat net py
Web: &
www.sclibakavieng com

 TRAVEL TIPS

Take an easygoing attitude
q.n_d the minimum amount of
luggege, Useful items include
quick-dry clothing (or arain
poncha), sandats for sun, rain
and reefs, and a tarch




