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The weird
wildlife
of SinSapor*

B"qS rAh66ELEs

NEW ZEAi AND'S BEST TRAVEL SECTION

Gonquering
the last
frontier
Briar Jensen visits parts of Papua New
Guinea few tourists manage to reach

rsurfiiffittito."n "a;oy a shpte oxtsten;.
fishtng vrhlle adults make thelr llving at tne
food market in r.avieng



The lingerine slnell ofbuning
ceonut husk, used to rcpel moe
quito$ in the eveniws, mi\ed
wiih the dericate, frsngipani-nke
fi:acr€nce of uturl flowers fteshty

A clu-qtex of women and chil-
tuen sat in ftont of their huts €t
ing a commulul breakfast of
kaukaii (sweet potato) and pand'

Fu her along the beach, a
wonsn washed clothes in the
svdftly flowing river that b the
iifeblo')it of this tiny setaeme ,
one of nany s(att*d alone the
nanow @astal strip of the East
Coast of New Ireland Provin@,

'r'he maiestic Dahts of Nusa
Isl,nd Drciide a hoDical back-
dmp b r'avieng ha$our. Locd
vdlagerc t6h pcacetrlY ove. uD
side.s of their cano€8, wNle the
ormsio.al lusting fishing trawler

But despiie ihe bearty of its
harloul and luntqland few tou-
isls arc ir lkvieng-jusi a iriclile
of divers. $rfers. bii.tlvratcherc
and adventuers eaeer to explor€
wlEt is often reciarded 6 the last

Tonlisn js sti.I in iis infancy
in New lreland, as it is in PNG as
a whole. 14'bne the ciovenrmmt
talks aboui tromotiry the indue
tly, little rnfrastructure is in
place, and tat does elisi aPPeaE
seriou,ily undsrfrrd€il

The hal Nelv Ir€Lud Touist

Detenntnedio absorb is much notling more rhan the spafoui

struted a slear'fishing em d,Ie With a lop ation of srcunil
an elderly womar swished the 7000, the io$r is a len'lce centr€
eni!:ance of her hut wiiha palm- forNeqlrelanger€ardameetins

are drsolaled on barda lenv6 on
the beiclies under the Pavi.Lion
rool while ihose se]lins betel nuts
ad their acroutrBments sqrceze
in wher€ver they can.

Bursu sh{8€les to siay ir axisl
ence on an ever.dLmrnFnrng
budget. Its 3tafl apologeiicalty
coDf€.sed they had no rtaps 2r.l
few bmch[res to give away
becau,qe of lack of fruds.

Consequently. New lreland
remains relatively xrutr€cteit by
tourism and offers enormous
variety for the intr€pid t-.vel]e.

The waterc suuounding
Kaviens have been described as
the leJieic caDital of the wodd,
xrith hnge sdoois of bmacuda,
ixevally, souper and silverup

R€lic diving is abo excened aB
therc are numelius r€mnar1ts of
t]le Japare€e presence h@ dur
iDg World War tr, nuiy of then

h fsct, C€-l? and Dorid, p@
lrietors of local dive compary
Scuba Ventures, say tley are slill
discovering wr€cks rieht in the

an elderly womar swished the 7000, the io$r is a lefflce centr€
aDo_ance of hcr hut wifi a pal.m- for New lFlander€ and a mpprin8
Aonil bMrL pla.e fot villagers frum thp

''PNG is Dot for ihe fainF nearby mountains 3nd otlying
heafted," I tad treetr waned islads, iafio brftg A€sh produ'r
beforp my b-ip. And when I Elsr lo sFll dt tbc markel.
ese$re€sionl$sloca.lscaJryins Oub-iggtr canoes and l}1nana
mFnaci^elooqins b6h knives boats (lase dinchies) ld" rl'e
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Living a pred*nrinantly subsistence lifestyle, there is no teason for
people to ruslr" They lrave all day, and the next, and the nrext"

Gonquernmg ffiam tmmft frmnm*Her



ha|L,orrr Ther ue a]$ opetrile
rA lilshxatrf cnve'divhg siles

Kavi.ns has lorlg beer
recorrised for iis anl srut
bEalts. iwo ol iLlic]l cd hc
lou1d ai the entruce to lt]e

NBa Islori Reheat (YLrers
Ior this nafket Loc.led on
Nnsa Lik lsldid, just a cowlc
of ltrn tes across Lhe h.r'lroxr
bI b.uruu bo.L, thc.csori ier
.ies sL ir.s io al1rl lion ihe
various irealis tgo or three

Tlre inbonr' r.l $trouxl
nrs islalds cu be e\plofed
.lI.rl ine advflture clnier
yafht rlnjfu( rur bi! .ArNtra-
1id J.ssc tr'lartin. l\'ho iu 1!109.
at irsi 18, becrne th€ rolngcat
rcll9rn to elil.lrounil thc $r )Lld
;olo. tun.slorr ed LNssisted.

Maftil will hel! lou to
.lesisD a1 clglt dnr ilinerarr
bascd alund dilir)g. sinlms
snoltelling. fishtug- stilitlg
aDd.liliiDal a.titrtn:i

Just l5 lrirnttes out of rown
is  the  l rec lTouse V iUagd
(esort. fiehL on the Leach 1]le
nlanr ihf.cllve1 buil(iirg is
re rched i r t  thc  rnA jes t ic
6fanfhes of a 200.reaf old
calloDhyllnn tree, ivhile
Uxtriitnl bnngllows a'e ele
vate(i by Drar9lve Dosts mto
the slradv b r res oftrees.

O w f . f , e  f  t N e r v  Z r i .
l.'trnel Ahu Be.l nas nrlel
olr€d a rnDge of nctiliiies for
slresLs, Aon ralrlbNst trclis to
ahgout cruoe trirrs, s fing
sf lds dil orltrtr'.I duccs

l 'o r  those who waDl  10
immorsetheusclt.rs tr^'
dilioDal vil]itge liin. sever'^t
sresthorses an(t villagc

New lrclen.1 I slent lhe pfcli
ons c1'enins at on€. Dalor
GLresthouse. .fter tr:rtelliug
the 1i61 1nonl lialieng L\,
P[4V (PLrbli. trlotor Vehic].).
in this.nse u oiie[ tixr(k.

Altllough luD bntisjrg. I
ivlts able to chai NiLh a lir'ieLl
of vilageN. Aorr wea&et !.,ou
ektrfs to Botr N1arlcr, l,trL-
alilreJ (1 wAs .lso nble to solve
the rildle .I whr niosl
Nlelidlesius haE tighl citll
hair - it s so i! does 

 

t gei
$l1i!ped irio i knolted ness
while lraveiiilg otr prblic

1 t  l t t i s  a  las t  D i l r r te
declsiou lo c,anc to DaloD dxt
onf larty of lhree afrired
unannorLn.r€d lusl oD (usri.
folloe€d bV ltro l]laLue aged
srDf.rs- :dso rDelllcted

Our '  !os tcss ,  N l i l l l i a .
qltclily dispatdre.t t{t ol hcr
daughiefs Lo swe.! oLD mutlrs

-{ller :ui invigoraliig bathc
in the rdjaGDt rivcf. ile ealh
cl.ed rr dre lourse r Nerl.otnig
the bea(h ! ) diccnss oLr ailk!.

Tfu souxl of snles cFSh
i re  ou  lhe  fec f . ius t  n  few
rnehls a{av Drovidrl a s.oUr
ing becktuol lo our arinalcd

Otrr coDversatlon cotl
tinu.d ovef dltlEf in the lit-
cliLri. NliLilia, ilFSSed irt x ed
orufui ncri blouse tud lad.rt
(sarol]g), alolosiscd fof her
offering of liaula! ard fne.
supplem,:nteil by trooiues

liad shc lnoM! we werc
comhq she said. shc toLld
hive sint Orc vjlree tslreDne!

Bot Lhis was ftditi0ml vil
lnge ihF rud we Gvorued il

sq.ti1 ilu! B!L,u Eirf.
l h  :  L l f r , , \  r :  t -  i : l  I

rlnrt thr lur 'i llnll i^l d
[il]n!e h . L,rutel jrsL. Lir,
snrls lr,! r ih, I L.r.ir. i11c elc
rii-"r1 srrLior of ilii h!rtsr
l.-att.s linlf ireai..rls.rrll iL

Ill \.r's lrfl'e f,ird!trs
ihxt oDrl or! in lhr !.rnnln.
.l1(l n:ili1 jlEi r rtfilin fof
rrc.ksir 'L!c (!nl n.e t LricezF
M.lt! [ i]l v thl on3h th. rr i!s.

Tlre h! r. arl-hr liit(h.n is
rloF! :r .ouj)lr nt sLe!r$ al
gtuu{ l.lel aad a .orlven
fional tnil"l ir lrLrLsd s.taf.

l i t i i i t i r ' s  h {sLan(L  w i l l
.teliler 3r'rsts io xDrl tiorr
Ir-a\.ien.l i! his lrucli. {'liich
$ns rnnorlruiatfiv rrrdei qojls
fepaas whcli re $eLc 1'rfe

As I si olled Lnfli Lo th!
gresthous. fnr br-".liiisi.
YrnLchnrg ur': tilliseis sio\{il
eoilis abrrnt flr,,1r uorti'1g
alrores, 1 liMllr' r mlisat tlic
ofigjr! of ishtrd i jlr"

I l1  i ia ! ie r l s  B !  iu i i i x l
irrll dn\rc. Nl Ur.r slor I !'r ol
lj$ :!td rhrr! e .n uv sl11Ne , ,t
!usen.! hr busiu'ss L.d 3r.{hr
.llr t lial 1,, r'lnvaxrc. thil'

Now. hirf i! the f,i]la3f. it
ehus{ to {uL.l.'stanlirlg. Liv.
iDg a prciloDrniantl1' snbsjs
icnue lif.sLyh. lhere is ro
f.asotr [o! l)eoDle to ruh. Tlrey
tave:d].lay. :unl thc Deli. dxt

Uifoi lrurai..lr. I did not
WlUr a drne lo u.tcb ut nt-
lowjrg dny I hail to reiltr!! to
Ii.!ie!g Jncr L,llrr.lisL Butlll
L,! l.rrlr, f€..h to ruiwirLrl t,
i j l : r (  L i r r f  0d  imme.sc
Drvsc]I i! llt! .|1ture of i]l$e
l'l i0 l! l,c.t\' lnlanl.l s

KAV]ENG. NE{V RELAND.
PAPUAI E\^] GUINEA

/ CETTING TI|IRE
Air Nilqini fl r.s da lylrom Pot

eome days lhere af€ .riect

/GETIINGAROUND
EveMh ng frorn minivans to
la.getrucks nrEre ee sorne
veh cles lor hlie. as lYe I as

./ WHERE TO STAY

Da om PO Eox 255, Kalleng,
NlF. PNG. or conlact Nev/

Kavieng pnorcr (c0675J 081
221)i
Efrajl: n rlrgloba .r€i pg

TreeHo$e VillalJe Resod -

Kav eig oili.ephone: (006i5)
9B.l2666ordn-|006751
98,11265

into@tre€house.com pg

vrw-treehouse com pll

/ FURTHER
INFORMATION
New lreland 1ou. st Bureau
POEox419. Kavi.ng, NIP
PNG, phone: (00675)984
24-'11 fd:./o Kavieng Hotel
00675) 984 2283

./ ACTIVITIES
lmajica charteG - Kav eng
Austalla. Ofirce phane:

{0001)400182122

(00675)98415S9

Web: wwwje$ema.rm.nev

Scuba Ventures - Phone/
fd: (00675) 984 1244
Ernai : scuba@global net Pg

wvr.s.ubakavierc com

./ TRAVELTIPS
Take an €sygo ns atiitude
andihe minimum amolntot
llqgage UsetuL llenrs lnclude
qri.k-dry clothing (or a rain
poncho), sandals rorsun, 6 n

ts:J...'l

DIVERSE: The narmw coastal strip of Papua New Guinea's New
lretand orovince offers a mnge of attmctions' from the
bustline nrarlet in the main lownof Kavleng (above) toworld
Wa. tt ;un relics on [us lsland rtop) and the r€moteness o{
palm-r;inged, white-saod beaches t righo.


