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Kids'stuff

Chock-a-block with opporlu nities
There's plenty to do within a stone's throw
of Hobart, Briar Jensen writes.
'YUMM?was the unanimous verdict
fiom the kids after our Cadbury
factorytour, though the words smelly
and hot also got a mention.
"Shocking" was the unexpected
response of their 16-year-old cousin
to Australians eating about
10 kilograms ofchocolate on average
a year. Facts like tlrcse tlat made the
tour so interesting for our group of
varying ages (plus the free sarnples,
of course).

The Cadbury Schweppes factory at
Claremont, about 10 kilornetres nordr
ofHobart, was constructed in 1921
and was the fint Cadbury factory built
outside the uK It is the largest one in
the souftern hemisphere and the only
one in the wodd that conducts tours
on the production floor.

Getting your head around the
figures quoted by the guide can be a
bit daunting, even for adults It's
almost inpossible to visualise the 100
tonnes of chocolate the factory malcs
adayorthe 20 million blocks ofDairy
Milk produced ayear. (Cadbury's most
popular block tumed 100 this year)

But getting our mouths around the
ftee samples w-as no problem. Fresh,
unn'rapped chocolates hal'e to be

eaten on the spol but wrapped ones
can be kept for later. You cadt tate
plastic bags into the factory so my
husband s cargo pants pockets were
soon bulging with melting chocolates
as the kids demalded he carry their
lootwhile they collected more. Atleart
they were safe with him - he's one of
the few Ausn'alians lvho doesnt eat
chocolate.

The shot tower
Ifyou think ttle kids need some
exercise after all that chocolate, then
send them ro the shot tolvex located
atTaroon4 iO kilometes south of
Hdarg it is the only rernaining circular
sardstone shot to$,er in dre world.

Itwas built in 1870forthe
manufacture oflead shot for firearmg
Molten lead wa,s poured d[ough
perforations at tlre top of the tower. As
the tead fell it formed tiry spheres
before landing in water at the bottom.
A small museum illustrates the
manuf acturing process and includes
displays of$}rot and the types of
firearms they were used in.

The S8-mene tower, now classified
by the l{ational Trusg is built of

fieestone, with all 800o-plus blocks
curved and tapered by hand.

Climbing the intemal spiral
staircase is a gr€at wry to 8et some
family exercise (though not
recommended for adults with a
hangover). Kids lwe counting the
steDs and are rewarded with a
certificate ifthey get the number
correcl Hint there are more than
300, induding the landings.

Ids prettywindy up the top, but the
view over the Derwent River estuary

is sDecbcu.lar altd well worth the
clirifl so take lour camera, because
you won t want to go back for it.

The tower cra{t shoD is crammed
with interesting sotn'enirs, gifis and
jewellery at reasonable prices - a great
place for childrcn to spend their
PocKer mon€y

Antarctic Division HQ
Ifyour kids have an assignment on
Antarctica coming up, then a visit to

My husband's pockets were
bulging with melted chocolate

the public display area ofthe
Australian Antarctic Division is a
musl But eiren ifdrry don t, it's still
worth a tdp l'Iot only is it free, its
interactive displays and hands-on
exhibits are great for stimulating
youngminds.

Just dowrt the road from the shot
tower, it's the headquarters of
Australia's Antarctic program. The
workplace of scientistq engineers
and suppon teamq it includes a
public display area for those
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. TRIP NOTSS
Cadbury Schweppes
Chocolate Factory
Cadbu.y Road, Cie.ei:nont.
Phone 18OO 627 367.
Tours run hom Bam on
weekdays, except public
holiday5. Bookings are
essential.
Adults 512.50, Children (515
years) 56.50, Fanrily S31.50,
Concession/student 59.O0. On-
site cafe and chocolate shop.
Tour  inc ludes  some s td i rs ,  bu t
whee lcha i r  access  is  ava i lab le .
As  th is  i s  a  work ing  fac to ry ,
hea l th  and sa fe ty  laws app ly ,
so  weaf  c losed shoes  and be
prepared to  don a  paper  ha t .

The Shot Tower
Channel Highway, Taroona,
Hobart7053. Phone
(O3) 6227 8885. Open every
day from 9am. Closes 5pm in
winter, later in summer. Closed
Christmas Day. Adults S5.50,
children 52.50 (under five free),
family Sl5. On-site museum,
gilt shop and ted rooms.

Australian Antarctic Divlsion
Channe l  H ighway,  K ings ton ,
Hobar t .  Phone
(O3l  6232 3209.  Open
[ , tonday  to  Fr iday  8 ,3Oam to
5pm except  pub l i c  ho l idays .
Admiss ion  f  ree ,  On-s i te
ca fe te r ia .

VARIETY: Th€;hot tower; ight,
iiadbur,y''s, fdr left, and disphys
,!1th-. Antarctir Dixision ilQ,
lef i .  Pl.r l , ' .s BP i ln. l t lst l !

ir_lterasraal in fhe Antaratic
r'r:\'if{)r rfteni iial ihe centre's
.cl i ' i l  ies Ir i , ichJes ir istorical
irr i . i r  r l .r i i rx e! r i /cl l  :rs cr,rrc! l i
scienti lu Lrro;rams

There :Lre irfbr'mation nanels anrl
rouch s,:reel clisplals where vcu r:an

:atc1-r sc!e[tisls descr ibing their u,ork
'Ihefe 

s a &odel of i\,lai,vsoi-i station,
iri'or rnaitioi trr \\dldlife:rnd rar iols
Ant:;c ' ic:;a ir :  es ait i  arreiarts

Ttrl rc's , :'rr: tr r :an4rlc oi alr r\cfu1ic
p,:rriiLrin s sir)arach coirtcilts,iust iri
urse youi'rondered ivhat partly
Cigested kill looked iike.

'iLren 
rhere's ihe dress up area- A
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. iothes needed ir t i le Antarct ic
cilniate, fL,:rrn oleralls and ia.keis to
l,-rr fy boiits and glo!es

Oulkids hacl a ballclomping
ai-ound il the caverlous clothing.

Artci ifyoLi har,e lirtle ones,,vho iove
ail things soft andfrur 1i thel'l1adore
tire cuddly stu ffed husldes (butyou
might hale to prise them away uvhen
it's timc to leai.e).

Theie's also a nlasliticent
coliection ofphotographi in dre
cafeteda, pa\.ing a stunning rribute to
the frozen contilent.


