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Jesse Martin has crammed a lot into his tender
years. He spoke to Briar Jensen about life, travel
and the controversy surrounding his most

recent adventures.

HE’S 23 YEARS OLD; he holds the world record for the youngest solo, non-stop and
unassisted circumnavigation of the globe; he’s written a best selling book and led a high
profile, yer ultimately unsuccessful expedition of young people. Apart from a delivery
round as a kid, he's never had a real job. So what's Jesse Martin doing now?

During his circumnavigation in 1999, Jesse dreamed of sailing the world with a group
of friends at a more leisurely pace. That dream came to fruition in 2002 with the launch
of The Journey of Kijana. This three-year venture entailed five young people sailing a
45-foot ketch to remote locations while undertaking research, filming a documentary
and running an on-line classroom.

LEFT: Jesse Martin: “I'm up here on my own at the moment. It can get lonely.”



With numerous big name sponsors this was a
high-profile preject that captured the imagination
of adventurers of all ages, whao followed the
crew’s exploits via the Kijana website and news-
paper column,

However, from its outset the journey cxperi-
enced problems. A complex mix of issues, including

i g DOF Comimu-
nication, young love and crew tensions, escalated
to the point where the trip became unworkable. Tt
ended after less than a year and followers werc left
wondering what actually happened,
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ABOVE LEFT; Imajica at
anchor in the calm, cool
waters off Kavieng. The
town is the main port of
New Ireland Province in
eastern PNG.
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“Jesse has also added a
few Melanesian touches
with new decking made
from local timber and a

wheelhouse roof.”

business. “It's a beautiful place. I'm fascinated by
the culture and history here. I love the ‘wildness’ of
it; it still has an element of danger. I hope it will
attract the Intrepid travellers.” With numerous small
islands within easy sailing distance, guests can head
in any direction, or just stay and explore the many
attractions within Kavieng harbour.

Jesse chose a catamaran because of their stability
and the amount of accommeodation and deck space
they provide. He has always been attracted by
Wharrams, and settled on a Tiki 38. “The Wharrams
are a fringe type of design. Ilove the concept of them,
the way theyre designed.” The double cance-like
hulls are tied to the deck, in the style of Polynesian
ouirigger canoes, enabling the boat to flex.

Kit boats

“They are kit boats. That's another thing I like about
them, they're quite simple and straightforward.
Also, for that size boat and the price range I had, it
was basically the only choice. It just happened that
I liked it.”

Using the advance from his latest book Jesse
bought his Tiki in the Philippines, where it was
built in 1998. As is often the case with Jesse, it was
a scramble to get the hoat to PNG for the start of
his first charter.

“Tt seems to be always the way when I do these
things, everything gets done at the last minute,
just in time.” Well, in this case, not quite in time.
Due to a series of unfortunate events, including
unfavourable weather, a fallen mast and broken
engine, Jesse didn't make it to Kavieng until after his
first charter guest. Thankfully, the American had a
flexible timetable and was very understanding.

Modifications to the cat, Imajica, have included
relocation of the stove on deck, the addition of
refrigeration and a new motor. Jesse has also added
a few Melanesian touches with new decking made
from local timber and a wheelhouse roof of woven
sago palm leaves. Decorative bamboo features are
also being added.

Imajica has one single and two double cabins
for sleeping and storage of gear, which are accessed
individually from the deck, as is the toilet/storage
area. All cooking, washing-up and showering is
done on deck, which makes it a bit like camping on
the water. But as Jesse says, you can't experience
true adventure without a little hardship.

Jesse’s aim is to give guests an idea of what it
would have been like for the sailors of cld, without
modern technology and conveniences.

“The charter is for sailors, cruisers and adven-
turers who want to see PNG the old style way, by
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A close-up of the bow of Imajica.

using the wind.” Consequently there are no modern
instruments to be found in the wheelhouse, just a
compass. Jesse will even teach guests the art of
celestial navigation, if desired, and will include an
overnight passage in the itinerary. (However, there
is a handheld GPS onboard for those times when
visual or celestial navigation is impossible.)

The charter is ‘hands-on’ and Jesse expects
guests to participate in all aspects of the trip, from
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A storm brewing in
the tropical stillness
of Kavieng Harbour.



