
Jesse Martin has crammed a lot into his tender
years. He spoke to Briar Jensen about life, travel
and the controversy surrounding his most
recent adventures.

HE'S 23 YEARS OLD; he holds the world record for the youngest solo, non-stop and
unassisted circumnavigation ofthe globe; het written a best selling book and led a high
profile, yet ultimately unsuccessful expedition ofyoung people. Apart from a delivery
round as a kid, he's never had a real job. So what's Jesse Martin doing now?

Du ng his circumnavigation in 1999, Jesse dreamed of sailing the world with a group
offriends at a morc leisurely pace. That dream came to fruition in 2002 with the launch
ofThe Journey of Kijana. This three-year venture entailed five young people sailing a
45-foot ketch to remote locations while undertaking research, filming a documentary
and running an on-line classroom.

LEFT:Jesse Martin:"t'm up here on my own at the moment. tt can get lonely.,,
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With numerous big namc sponsols thls v/as a

high profi le project lhat captured the imaginai ion

of adventurers of al l  ages, \ ,vho fol lo\\ 'ed the

crew's exploi ls via the Ki jana \, 'ebsi le and news-

papcr column.
H o \ \ c v e r ,  l f o t  

 

i t ,  u u r . e t  r h r ' j u r r r r t e r  c r p ,  t i

enced prob)ems. A complex mix of issues, inclr lding

commercial isat ion, diverging visions, poof comntl

nicatlon, young lovc and cre\\ ' tensions, escalated

to thc poilll where the trip becan-re un$'orkab]e. It

ended after less than a year and follorters \\'erc left

lvondcring lvhat actual ly happened

Indomitable spirit
After ttris rvell publicised "failure", it u/ouldnt havc

been s urprisin6l il lessc had decidcd to \\,ithdra\\' tiorl

public scrutiny forever. But the il1donitable spilit of

this,youngmansti l lburnsstronFl.Asone$'ho acccpts

failure as a natulal consequence ol striving to acfievc

vour dr 'eans, Jesse bel ieves mistakes forln part of

the greatcr learning expeliencc. Consequentl\', afler

time-out in the company ofhis family and girlliiend

Maya, whon he lell in love u,ith prior to lhe launch

ofthe tr ip, he decided to sharc the lessons ofKi jana

\ !  i r  l r  o r l r c r  \  h )  \ \ ' r i t i ng  a  booL  abou t  l h { .  i oL r r  r lP \ '

Kijan.t- 1he RetLl Stot 1', co $'t ittcn byEd Gannon,

\ i /as released in March 2005, and is a vivid account

of rrhat happened, fr om iesse's point of vieN'. In

the sane conftorlting style as his I [ottlrcart bttok

Jesse sharcs his raN- cnotioDs \'vith readers, from the

alr,krvarclness of firsl love, throLlgh the highs ancl

lows aboard Kt4,li?, to his fiustration that led to its

denise. But this is l tot a sob stoly, tror ls t l lere an] '

attempt to lay blame.
"Ki jana is the ' journev of,Young people. I t  wasnt

a journey about oid people in an off ice back home'

tholrgh thc,y plaved a Iole in i t .  The story $asnt

about tr,ving to blame anyone. lhe focus lof the

bookl is what happened to us outatsea." l j i l ledu' i th

, . . : , . .  . :  : . : : : . . . :  r a . : : . . : : . .  . . a . . | : a : ."l 'm taking people on
a holiday, but l 'm taking
them on a holiday that
I would love to go
on myself."

ABovE LEFT: ,ma_r7ca at
anchor in the calm, cool
waters off Kavieng. The
town is the main port of
New lreland Province in
eastern PNG.

ABovE: Lagoon life
around PNG is as
tranquilas i t  is
beauti ful
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hajica during her fast
passaSe to PNG lesse
chose a catamaran
because of their stabit i ty
and the amount of
accommodation and
deck space they provide.

captivati ig stol ies, l iom l iviDg . l f f  the land with
Abor-iijines to drarnatic accounts ofrultning aground,
the book makes compell ing reading for adventurcrs,
trirvcllcrs a1ld sailors alike

,\swellas givinglesscsome closure, lhebookand
(locumeDtar-\', Iol !\/iriclt he is searclting for a backer-,
l i l l l i ls his promise to I  ccord thejoulnev ard he hopes
thcv \'viil satisli'the Iblkx,r,ers u'ho rverc desperate to
kno$ \vhythe tf ip endcd so piematurelv

While lcssc was $,r ' i t i l tg the book he was also
plcpari l ig IbI his f irst conlnlcrcial venture, a yacht
char tcr busiress. As can be e\pccted, i t  is not your
i!pical hlxurY chartcr iu a well  knor{n cfuisi l tg
local iol l .  I t l \  an adve|lL -e charter ' ,  for \ ,vhich Jesse
has dloscn an oldcr, tradit ional st\ ' le catamaran
aDd l)asecl i t  iD Nhat is st i l l  rcgarded by lr lanv as the
last froDtier, I lapua New (;uinea.

' ' l i r  taking people on a hol ida\.,  but l ' tn taking
thcm ott a hol iclaY that I  woulcl love Lo l lo on mvself."

Main port
B.ise(l  iu KavieDg, thc main port of Nen, IrelaDd
Provincc in castetn PNCI, hnaj ica Charters offels

ljuests the opportrutitV to design their o\\'1r cight-day
adr'entrr lc hol idav basecl around aqrrat ic act ivir ies of
sai l ing, dlving, snorkel l ing, surf iD6l and f ishing, as
well  as shore based advcutures incorporating thc
local people, thcir \ ' i l lage l i fc and cultur al heri lage.

Jessc has been fascinated \i"'ith PN Cj siDce reading

Mansava lsland is a typical New cuinean destination.

aboot i t  in Natioltal ( leogritphic lr lagazine as a chi ld.
IIe made his first trip there as a 16 year-old \,\,hcir,
togethcru,i th his voungcr brot l ter Beau, he kayaked
for nvo and a haif weeks, coveril)g 150 milcs liom
Rabaul, East Neu' Bl i tain Provincc to Kavieng.

"l  d choscD Nerv heland, \ \ 'hich n'as part 01 the
Rismarck Archipelago, as i t  1/as oDe of the most
renote places rve corr ld actual lv travcl to in t l le
PNG circle of islands.

So i t  \ ,vas his location oI choicc lbr his ner,v



"Jesse has also added a
few Melanesian touches
with new decking made
from local timber and a
wheelhouse roof."

business. "It's a beautiful place. I'm fascinated by
the culturc and historyhere.I love the'wildness'of
it; it still has an element of danger. I hope it will
attmct the intepid travellers." With numerous small
islands within easy sailing distance, guests can head
in any direction, orjust stay and explore the many
attractions within Kavieng harbour.

Jesse chose a catamaran because oftheir stability
and the amount of accommodation and deck space
they provide. He has always been attracted by
Vvharrams, and setded on a Tiki 38. "The "44:rarrams
are a ftinge tlpe of design. I love the concept of them,
the way they're designed." The double canoe-like
hulls are tied to the deck, in the style ol Pollalesian
outrigger canoes, enabling the boat to fle)L

Kit boats
"They are kit boats. That's another thing I like about
them, they're quite simple and stmightforward.
Also, for that size boat and the price mnge I had, it
was basically the only choice.It.iust happened that
I liked it."

Using the advance from his latest book ,esse
bought his Tiki in the Philippines, where it was
built in 1998. As is often the case with Jesse, it was
a scramble to get the boat to PNG for the start of
his first charter.

"It seems to be always the way when I do these
things, evertthing gets done at the last minute,
just in time." Well, in this case, not quite in time.
Due to a series of unfortunate events, including
unfavourable weather, a fallen mast and broken
engine, Jesse didnt make it to Kavieng until after his
first charter guest. Thankfully, the American had a
flexible timetable and was very understanding.

Modifi cations to the cat, Imajica,have inchtded
relocation of the stove on deck, the addition of
refrigeration and a new motor. Jesse has also added
a few Melanesian touches with new decking made
from local timber and a wheelhouse roof of woven
sago palm leaves. Decorative bamboo features are
also being added.

Imajicahas one single and two double cabins
for sleeping and storage of gear, which are accessed
individually from the deck, as is tie toilet/stomge
area. A11 cooking, washing-up and showedng is
done on deck, which makes it a bir l ike campingon
the water. But as Iesse says, you cant experience
ffue adventure without a litde hardship.

Jesse's aim is to give guests an idea of what it
would have been like for the sailorc ofold, without
modern technology and conveniences.

"The charter is for sailols, cruisers and adven-
ture6 who want to see PNG the old style wal4 by

YACI|nNOIEGEND

A storm brewing in
the troDical stillness
of Kavieng Harbour.

using tle wind." Consequendy there are no modern
instruments to be found in the wheelhouse, iust a
compass. Jesse will even teach Suests the art of
celestial navigation, if desired, and will include an
ovemight passage in the itinerary. (Howevet there
is a handleld GPS onboard for those times when
visual or celestial navigation is impossible.)

The charter is'hands-on'and iesse expects
guests to participate in all aspects ofthe tdp, from

A close-up of the bow of rtnalica.
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pulling in the anchor, hoisting the sails and raking
a watcb at the helm to buying fresh ploduce at the
local market, preparing meals and lvashing dishes.
Butin the relaxed atmospherehe cultivates onboard,
nothing feels like a chore.

Own itinerary
hnaiica can take tp Io four people at a time and as
guests getto chose their own itinerary based around
their preferred activities, the charters are idealiy
suited to gloups offriends with similar interests.

Trips can fbcus exclusively on diving, surfing, or
cultural activities or Jesse will prepare an itinerary
incorpomtinga variety of pursuits. However, fle)dbil-
i tyis imperative, as the oppotunityto sai l to certain
locations is weather-dependant.

Kaviengis becoming recognised in diving cir.cles
as one of the best places to see wild pelagics, with
huge schools of barracuda, trevally, grouper and
si ivert ip sharks. Relic diving is also popularas there
are numer-ous remnants of the lapanese presence
he re  du r i ng  W M l .  l es .e  can  , r l \ o  o rgan i \ c  a  ca \ c
diving expedit ion onshore i f  desired.

Imajice.has a compressor onboard and calTies
six dive tanks, weight belrs, weights and flippers of
various sizes. There are also snorkels, masks and
vests, as well as two surtboards. Kavieng offers an
abundance of good suf breaks, both left and rjght.
The most well kno\\,'n, Picciininy point, is visible
from 1m4jic?3 mooring.

Papua New Guineans have alwavs int gued Jesse
and he is keen forguests to develop an appreciation of
their culture. He has manyfriends amongst the loci
people, some dating back to his kayaling trip, who
willingly open up theil homes so guests can expefi-
ence everyday village life Traditional cerenonies of
the surrounding areas include fire dancers, shark
callingard dukduk (spirit) dances, and !a,/hen possible,
Jesse will organise for guests to attcnd these rituals.

Jesse concedes i t 's becn hard rvork establ ishing
a business inwhat he savs is, "An economythat's not
conducive to runDiDg a business." One ofthe rnost
difficult aspects has been adjusting to 'island-time'.
"Living and working in PNG you need patience,
independence and init iat ive."

As with any new business, lmajica Charters is
still evolving and improvements to the boat will be
ongoing, as money allorvs. Iesse is also negotiating
with local villagers for a itlot on which to build a
traditional-style hut, which he can use as an on-shore
base for storing equipment, including two dugout
canoes, which he plans to purchase for guest use.

Despite the fact he nour ltas abusiness to promote,
Jesse remains as humble as ever. He onlyuses his first
narne when intrcducing himself, and Rrelymentions
his circumnavigation (even ufien pressed b-ypeople
who are trying to detcrmine ifthe).ve just met the
famous young Aussie sai lot).  As Jesse admits, he's
Dot one for small  talk and even when meeting
potential clients doesn't seize the opportunit), to

"l think living on a boat, doing chafters on a
boat, this boat, is what l'll be doing on and off
for a long time."

ABOVE: Local Kavieng
children. Papua New
Guineans have always
tntrigued Jesse and he
is keen for guests to
develop an appreciation
of their culture.

LEFT: Market day at
Kavieng is always a
vibrant experience
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pronote his chirrtcr business, sonlethjng hc \\ , i l l

hopelul l t  ovcrcome i l  he wtl l ts to nrakc ir  pr ot i l

Jesse fits in
Kavicng has a populat ion of aborl i  :0{X) al icl  iessc
firs in easi l \r  Hc is nr: l l  l ikeLl 1)\ '  l )olh locals and
erpats in the area lr iaDV oi thc lattcr \ \ 'h tr  tr  t  $'u uttd

up hcn'becausc of thr: ir  on,n aclvel] turotrs spif j t .
l 'he\ ' \ ! i l l ingh'offel assistance and advicc. as \\ 'el l

as a scnse ol col l tntul l l t \ ' ,
BLlt  Jessc is Looking l i rr  rvarcl to thc ar r i \ ' i r l  of his

girLl i icDd \ ia\a, \ \ ,ho u' i l l  join him aboarcl /r t iaf ica

as co host- l i r  up hele on mY o\!n al thc l t l (rr l lcr l t
l r  can gct lonel!-" In the lrcantime his coltstal l l  col l l -
panion is his chocolatc co loLrr ed pup p\ l lani,  \ \ 'hich

he sa\ 'ed f iorn a l i le scaleDging at thc local mar kel

So ha\inij rlacle the transition into ihe \\ofkldlce,

is lesse erl joying i t? 'Tln u'olking, l tut l in also doing
$'hat I lovc and shor'l ing people \\,hat I love lt s \\'hal

I  \ \ ,ould choose lo do Lcvc.l  i f I  didnr have lo No1k."

And at this slagL,, hc plans io st ick \r i lh l t .
' ' I t s  a  l oDg  t c rn r  l i l e s t i ' l e  t h i r r g  I - hu  ! l (

lhinl i  l ibolrt  a boat is that \ol l  catt al$,at,s lr
al lchor aDd nro\,c sorrc\rher e elsc. I  think l i ! i l

on a boat, doing charters on a boat, lhis boi l t ,
Nh|rt  I  l l  be doiDg on and ol l  lbr a loDg t inrc- '

In thc offsr:asrrr lre iDtcnds tal ke-.p hirnscl

brrst bi 'stuclying t i lDr prodlr(Jion, I  plautodo

n lot of feadiDg abolrt  proclucl iotr and lr:arn

rnor e about \ \ ' r i l ing. strLlctLrrc and f iLl l ing
,\r ld $'hat abort thc nexi aral!euttrrc? ' \n

,\r t ic tr  ip is al\ \ 'avs at the back ofnry min.l

Kiiana The Real Story, by lesse Martin,
putrlished by Allen & Unwin, $29.95. F-or
more inlbrmation on Imajica Chaners
go to $'rwv.iessemartin.net/sailing. lft

RtcH t:  Jesse s latest book is now on the shelves.
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